
”Immunemediated skin diseases in dogs and cats
- including a practical workshop on how to

interpret your skin biopsy report, and update on FASS and CAD.”
 Dr. Sonya Bettenay  DVM Dipl. ECVD [SB]

Dr. Natalie Gedon DVM, Dipl. ECVD, Dipl. ACVD [NG] 

Feline atopic skin syndrome (Part 1 & II – 
pathophysiol / clinics / treatment) [NB]

Coffee break 

Autoimmune skin diseases: Symmetric lupoid 
onychomadesis [SB]

Lunch break

Histo basics / interpretation [SB]
3.5 hours workshop
30 mins coffee break

What have we learned so far in AIT and RIT
and what's new [SB + NG]

09.00 - 10.30

10.30- 11.00

11.00 - 12.00

12.00 - 13.00

13.00 - 14.00

14.00 - 18.00

Autoimmune diseases in dogs and cats: 
Introduction [NG]

General principles of immunosuppression [NG]

Cutaneous signs of paraneoplastic diseases 
(feline thymoma/ feline paraneoplastic 
alopecia - as in paraneoplastic is technically 
immune-mediated) [NG]

Cases [SB + NG]

Lunch break

Autoimmune diseases of the epidermis: 
Pemphigus complex [NG]
Cutaneous lupus erythematosus [NG]

Coffee break 

09.00 - 09.30

09.30 - 10.30

10.30 - 11.00

11.00 - 12.00

12.00 - 13.00

13.00 - 14.00

14.30 - 15.15

15.15 - 16.00

Vasculitis/ischemic dermatopathies [SB]16.30 - 17.15
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DVENS SPRING COURSE
PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME

THURSDAY FRIDAY

PLACE
Sinatur Hotel Storebælt, Østerøvej 121, 5800 Nyborg

COURSE SUPERVISORS
DVM Mette Bæk Christiansen
email: mettebaekchristiansen@gmail.com (questions about sign ups)

DVM Anja Engelund
email: aen.heden@vetgruppen.dk  (questions related to the programme)

DVM Kerstin Halberg
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AFTERNOON SESSION
SKIN BIOPSY REPORT INTERPRETATION
PRACTICAL  SESSION

Coffee break 16.00 - 16.30

Immune-mediated diseases of the adnexa 
[SB]

17.15 - 17.45

Final questions / end of program closing 
session

17.45 - 18.00

DVEN General Assembly14.00 - 14.30



”Immunemediated skin diseases in dogs and cats
- including a practical workshop on how to

interpret your skin biopsy report, and update on FASS and CAD.”

Sonya Bettenay graduated with an honors degree from the 
University of Melbourne. She has worked as a dermatologist 
and dermatopathologist (academia and practice) for the past 
35 years. She was co-chair of the program committee for 
WCVD8, has been on many national and international 
committees and was a board member of the ISVD. She has 
been on Faculty at both Colorado State University and at 
Royal (Dick) University of Edinburgh veterinary school. Her 
teaching activities focus on the CVE (Sydney University) DE 
Dermatology program and dermatopathology training of 
ECVD residents. She has multiple publications and has been 
an invited speaker on every continent except Antarctica. She 
currently divides her time between teaching, private practice 
and dermatopathology second opinions.

Dr. Natalie Gedon is a board-certified veterinary dermatologist 
practising at a small animal hospital in Ettlingen, Germany. She 
graduated from the University of Veterinary Medicine in Vienna 
in 2017, where her passion for dermatology began while 
shadowing Dr. Lucia Panakova. Her diploma thesis focused on 
adverse food reactions in dogs. She participated and organized 
the ESAVS Dermatology courses. Following her studies, Dr. 
Gedon was a clinical study coordinator in the small animal 
dermatology service at the Ludwig Maximilian University in 
Munich. There, she completed her doctoral thesis on 
cross-reactive carbohydrate determinants and their impact on 
serum IgE testing in atopic dogs, under the guidance of Prof. 
Ralf Müller. After a rotating internship, she pursued a dermato-
logy residency at North Carolina State University, where her 
research focused on Pemphigus foliaceus under the mentors-
hip of Prof. Dr. Petra Bizikova. Dr. Gedon became a Diplomate 
of the American and European College of Veterinary Dermato-
logy in 2023. She has a strong interest in autoimmune skin 
diseases and allergies. 

MARCH 26TH & MARCH 27TH 2026

DVENS SPRING COURSE
SPEAKERS

Dr. Sonya Bettenay  DVM Dipl. ECVD Dr. Natalie Gedon DVM, Dipl. ECVD, Dipl. ACVD

PLACE
Sinatur Hotel Storebælt, Østerøvej 121, 5800 Nyborg

COURSE SUPERVISORS
DVM Mette Bæk Christiansen
email: mettebaekchristiansen@gmail.com (questions about sign ups)

DVM Anja Engelund
email: aen.heden@vetgruppen.dk  (questions related to the programme)

DVM Kerstin Halberg
email: kerstin@vgvet.dk


